
THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
Mills River, North Carolina 

The Fourth  Sunday of Easter 
May 8, 2022 

Sacred Place +++ Sacred Space 
Please observe silence after the altar candles are lit 

 
 
PRELUDE  A Mother’s Prayer    by Keith and Kristyn Getty, and Fionan de 
Barra 
                  Arr. Angi Bemiss 
A bell rings three times; the People stand  
 

PRESENTATION OF THE WORD 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN      #181 Awake and sing the song  
Awake and sing the song 
of Moses and the Lamb; 
wake every heart and every tongue 
to praise the Savior's name. 
 
Sing of his dying love, 
his resurrection power; 
sing how he intercedes above 
for those whose sins he bore. 
 
You pilgrims on the road 
to Zion's city, sing, 
rejoicing in the Lamb of God, 
in Christ the eternal King. 
 
Soon shall each raptured tongue 
his endless praise proclaim, 
and sing in sweeter notes the song 
of Moses and the Lamb. 



 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 
COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 S 280 Glory to God  

 



 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that 
when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, 
and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and 
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which 
in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of 
charity.  At that time she became ill and died. When they had 
washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs.  Since Lydda was near 
Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two 
men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.”  

So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they 
took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, 
weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had 
made while she was with them.  Peter put all of them outside, and 



then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, 
“Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she 
sat up.  He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the 
saints and widows, he showed her to be alive.  This became known 
throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.  Meanwhile he 
stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 23 

 
 
1 The LORD is my /shepherd; * 
  I shall not be in /want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green /pastures * 
  and leads me beside still /waters. 
 
3 He revives my /soul * 
  and guides me along right pathways for his /Name’s sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
 I shall fear no /evil; * 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they /comfort me. 
 
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who/ trouble 
me; * 
  you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running /over. 
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my/ 
life, * 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for /ever. 
 
SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17 
A Reading from the Revelation of John. 

 I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 



the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in 
their hands.  They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to 
our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the 
angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 
and honor and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” Then one of the elders 
addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have 
they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then 
he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; 
they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship 
him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the 
throne will shelter them. 
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike 
them, nor any scorching heat; 
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he 
will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

SEQUENCE HYMN    #664  My Shepherd will supply my need  
My Shepherd will supply my need, 
Jehovah is his Name; 
in pastures fresh he makes me feed 
beside the living stream. 
He brings my wandering spirit back 
when I forsake his ways, 
and leads me, for his mercy's sake, 
in paths of truth and grace. 
 
When I walk through the shades of death, 
thy presence is my stay; 
one word of thy supporting breath 
drives all my fears away. 
Thy hand, in sight of all my foes, 
doth still my table spread; 



my cup with blessings overflows, 
thy oil anoints my head. 
 
The sure provisions of my God 
attend me all my days; 
oh, may thy house be mine abode 
and all my work be praise. 
There would I find a settled rest, 
while others go and come; 
no more a stranger or a guest, 
but like a child at home. 
 
GOSPEL: John 10:22-30 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 
So the [Judeans] gathered around him and said to him, “How long will 
you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus 
answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do 
in my Father’s name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you 
do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and 
they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No 
one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has given me is 
greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 
The Father and I are one.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

THE SERMON   The Rev. Dennis Fotinos 

 
THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father. 



Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Leader Brothers and sisters, grace to you and peace from Jesus Christ. 
The Lord has redeemed us; let us rejoice and be glad, saying, “You are 
our God; and we thank you.” 

When the leader says “You are our God,” please respond “and we thank 
you.” 

Celebrant: God our creator, you show your sons and daughters the way 
to freedom through the gentle obedience of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant 
our petitions as we seek to follow him. We pray in his name, Christ the 
Lord. Amen. 

Mother’s Day Prayer:  On this Mother’s Day, we give thanks to God for 
the divine gift of motherhood in all of its diverse forms.  Let us pray for 
all the mothers among us today; for our own mothers, those living and 
those who have passed away; for the mothers who loved us and for 
those who fell short of loving us fully; for all who hope to be mothers 
someday and for those whose hope to have children has been frustrated; 
for all the mothers who have lost children; for all women and men who 
have mothered others in any way-those who have been our substitute 
mothers and we who have done so for those in need; and for the earth 
that bore us and provides us with our sustenance. We pray this in the 
name of God, our great and loving Mother. Amen. 

 



THE PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

  

GATHERING   Halle, Halle, Halle 

 

The Holy Communion 
 
OFFERTORY   The King of Love My Shepherd Is         Arr. Sunita Staneslow 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God  thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was 
sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he 
has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 
everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
SANCTUS S 125 Holy, holy, holy 



 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; 
in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word 
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the 
new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 



acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring 
us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author 
of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 
FRACTION ANTHEM    S 161 

 

 

 

 
 
COMMUNION INVITATION 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
(The bread and wine are given to the people. All are welcome at our 
Table) 

 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN #343 Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless  
Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless 
thy chosen pilgrim flock 
with manna in the wilderness, 
with water from the rock. 
 
We would not live by bread alone, 
but by thy word of grace, 
in strength of which we travel on 
to our abiding-place. 
 
Be known to us in breaking bread, 
and do not then depart; 
Savior, abide with us, and spread 
thy table in our heart. 
 
Lord, sup with us in love divine 
thy Body and thy Blood, 
that living bread, that heavenly wine, 
be our immortal food. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

BLESSING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN  #708  Savior, like a shepherd lead us  
Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 
much we need thy tender care; 
in thy pleasant pastures feed us; 
for our use thy folds prepare. 
Bless'd Jesus!   Bless’d Jesus! 
Thou hast bought us, thine we are. 



 
Early let us seek thy favor, 
early let us learn thy will; 
do thou, Lord, our only Savior, 
with thy love our bosoms fill. 
Bless'd Jesus!  Bless’d Jesus! 
Thou hast loved us: love us still. 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

 
Hymns and service music are found in the blue hymnals found in the 
racks under the chairs. Gluten-free wafers are available. Please indicate 
that you would prefer a gluten-free wafer by placing one hand over the 
other when you come up to receive Communion.  

Intercessory Prayer List:  Shirley, Mickey, Kevin, Cody, Brent, Devin, 
Nicholas, David, Josh, Jan, Lila, Dave, Julie, Danny, Elisa, Helen, Joy, John, 
Carolyn and Tyshaun, Chris C., Jim B., Susie, Rita Beth,  Lee, Deborah, 
Michael, Gary, Kathy S.  

 
Upcoming Events: 
1st Tuesday of the month- Outreach Committee, 1:30 pm 
Every Wednesday- Men’s Breakfast at Kosta’s, 9:00 am 
Every Wednesday- Choir Practice, 4:00 pm 
2nd Saturday of the month- Women’s Group, 10:00 am 
May 14th, Vestry Retreat and Meeting 10 am-2pm 


