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SACRED PLACE SACRED SPACE 

Please observe silence after the Altar candles are lit 

PRELUDE 

A bell rings three times, the People stand   

 

ENTRANCE HYMN #109 The first Nowell the angel did say  

The first Nowell the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields as they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Refrain: Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

born is the King of Israel. 

 

They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the east beyond them far, 

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. 

Refrain 

 

And by the light of that same star 

three wise men came from country far; 

to seek for a king was their intent, 

and to follow the star wherever it went. 

Refrain 

 

This star drew nigh to the northwest, 

o'er Bethlehem it took its rest, 

and there it did both stop and stay 

right over the place where Jesus lay. 

Refrain 

 

Then entered in those wise men three 

full reverently upon their knee 

and offered there in his presence 

their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. 

Refrain 
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Then let us all with one accord 

sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 

that hath made heaven and earth of nought, 

and with his blood our life hath bought. 

Refrain 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and  

forever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE #497 How bright appears the Morning Star  

How bright appears the Morning Star, 

with mercy beaming from afar; 

the host of heaven rejoices; 

O righteous Branch, O Jesse's Rod! 

Thou Son of Man and Son of God! 

We, too, will lift our voices: 

Jesus, Jesus! 

Holy, holy, yet most lowly, 

draw thou near us; 

great Emmanuel, come and hear us. 
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Though circled by the hosts on high, 

he deigned to cast a pitying eye 

upon his helpless creature; 

the whole creation's Head and Lord, 

by highest seraphim adored, 

assumed our very nature; 

Jesus, grant us, 

through thy merit, to inherit 

thy salvation; 

hear, O hear our supplication. 

 

Rejoice, ye heavens; thou earth, reply; 

with praise, ye sinners, fill the sky, 

for this his Incarnation. 

Incarnate God, put forth thy power, 

ride on, ride on, great Conqueror, 

till all know thy salvation. 

Amen, amen! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise be given 

evermore, by earth and heaven. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully 

restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the 

divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, 

your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 

 7Thus says the LORD: 

 “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

 proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  ‘Save, O LORD, your people, 

  the remnant of Israel.’ 

 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

 among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor, together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

 9With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back, 

 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

 for I have become a father to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 

 10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

 say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.’ 

 11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

 12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

 their life shall become like a watered garden, 

  and they shall never languish again. 
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 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

 I will turn their mourning into joy, 

  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,” 

 says the LORD. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM: Psalm 84 

Remain seated. 

 1How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 

  My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of   

        The LORD; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living  

        God. 

 2The sparrow has found her a house 

 and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 

  by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 

  my King and my God. 

 3Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 

  they will always be praising you. 

 4Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 

  whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 

 5Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of  

      springs, * 

  for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

 6They will climb from height to height, * 

  and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

 7LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 

  hearken, O God of Jacob. 

 8Behold our defender, O God; * 

  and look upon the face of your Anointed. 
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   9For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own  

    room, * 

       and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 

    than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

 10For the LORD God is both sun and shield; * 

  he will give grace and glory; 

 11No good thing will the LORD withhold * 

  from those who walk with integrity. 

 12O LORD of hosts, * 

  happy are they who put their trust in you! 

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Ephesus. 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 

world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us 

for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the 

good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he 

freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

  15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 

toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to give 

thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a 

spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, 

with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the 

hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance among the saints, 19aand what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power for us who believe. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN #81 Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming  

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 

from tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse's lineage coming 

as seers of old have sung. 

It came, a blossom bright, 

amid the cold of winter, 

when half spent was the night. 

 

Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 

the Rose I have in mind, 

with Mary we behold it, 

the Virgin Mother kind. 

To show God's love aright, 

she bore to us a Savior, 

when half spent was the night. 

 

O Flower, whose fragrance tender 

with sweetness fills the air, 

dispel in glorious splendor 

the darkness everywhere; 

true man, yet very God, 

from sin and death now save us, 

and share our every load. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 13After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, 

and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is 

about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14Then Joseph got 

up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 
15and remained there until the death of Herod.  
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This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 

  19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a 

dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his 

mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking 

the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the child and 

his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that 

Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he 

was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went 

away to the district of Galilee. 23There he made his home in a town 

called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the 

prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE SERMON   The Rev. Richard Kunz 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be 

united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your 

glory in the world. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of 

justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the 

common good. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
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Pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Michael, our 

Presiding Bishop, and Jose, our Bishop, that they may be faithful 

ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we 

may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your 

honor and glory. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that 

we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give 

them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of 

your salvation. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for 

them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your 

saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 

 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Celebrant continues: 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 

by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

(Celebrant and People) 

PRAYER FOR THE SEARCH FOR A NEW PRIEST 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift:  Look graciously on Holy 

Family Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall choose 

a Priest-in-Charge for our parish, that we may receive a faithful 

pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our 

ministries; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

THE PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with 

you. 

People And also with you. 
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GATHERING SONG #99 Go tell it on the mountain  

Refrain : Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and everywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain, 

that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

While shepherds kept their watching 

o'er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens 

there shone a holy light. 

Refrain 

 

The shepherds feared and trembled 

when lo! above the earth 

rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Savior's birth. 

Refrain 

 

Down in a lowly manger 

the humble Christ was born, 

and God sent us salvation 

that bless'd Christmas morn. 

Refrain 

 

The Holy Communion 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and 

come into his courts. Psalm 96:8 

OFFERTORY  Twas in the Moon of Wintertime    Huron  Carol 

Arr. Sunita Staneslow 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

  

PROPER PREFACE 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; 

who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect 

Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might 

be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become 

your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing 

this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS S 129 Holy, holy, holy  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which 

you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to 

be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  
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For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin 

Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you 

have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 

you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin 

into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 

it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 

my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O 

Father, 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O 

Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and 

this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 

gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his 

Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 

that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 

Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 

with  all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 

sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of 

all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 

salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 

AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

FRACTION ANTHEM 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

INVITATION 

(All are welcome at our Table) 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 

hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

DISTRIBUTION 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting 

life. [Amen.] 

 

SOLO    I Wonder as I Wander         Judy Rhodes  
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN #87Hark! the herald angels sing 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled! 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with the angelic host proclaim 

Christ is born in Bethlehem! 

Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing 

glory to the newborn King! 
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Christ, by highest heaven adored; 

Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of the Virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

hail the incarnate Deity. 

Pleased as man with man to dwell; 

Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

Refrain 

 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, 

born to give us second birth. 

Risen with healing in his wings, 

light and life to all he brings, 

hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Refrain 

 

DISMISSAL 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 From riteplanning.com.  Copyright © 2021 Church Publishing Inc. All rights 

reserved. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER LIST 
Shirley Mickey Kevin       Cody 

Brent Devin Nicholas       David 

Josh Jan Lila        Dave 

        Julie 

Helen 

      Chris C.     

       Baby  

   Bobby-Cole 

     

         Joy 

       Jim B. 

      Rita Beth  

      Danny 

        John 

Susie 

Edward 

  

Elisa 

Carolyn and 

Tyshaun 
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In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer pray for Province de L’Eglise 

Anglicane Du Congo 

 

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer pray for St. John’s Cartoogechaye, 

Franklin, St. John’s Asheville, St. John’s, Marion, and St. John’s, 

Sylva 

 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this 

week , especially Wrenley Garcia 

 

Please extend a warm welcome to The Rev. Richard Kunz, who is 

celebrating the Eucharist with us today! 

 

Meditation of the Day:   We Have Seen His Star in the East  

By Molly Anderson Haley 

 
“We have seen His star in the East,” 

—In the East where it first stood still, 

We have heard the song of the angel throng, 

—“And on earth peace, good will!” 

But the little lights confuse, 

—The nearer sounds obsess, 

And our hearts withhold from the Lord of Love 

—The lives he would use and bless. 

 

“We have seen His star in the East,” 

—His shining dream of the good, 

When men shall claim in the Father's name 

—Their right to brotherhood. 

O little lights, grow dim, 

—O nearer sounds, be still, 

While our hearts remember Bethlehem, 

—And a cross on a far green hill! 

 

“We have seen His star in the East,” 

In the East where it first stood still, 

We have heard the song of the angel throng, 

“And on earth peace, good will!” 

But the little lights confuse, 

The nearer sounds obsess, 

And our hearts withhold from the Lord of Love 

The lives he would use and bless. 
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“We have seen His star in the East,” 

His shining dream of the good, 

When men shall claim in the Father's name 
Their right to brotherhood. 

O little lights, grow dim, 

O nearer sounds, be still, 

While our hearts remember Bethlehem, 

And a cross on a far green hill! 

 
Upcoming Events 

Men’s Breakfast- Every Wednesday, 8:30 am at Kosta’s Restaurant 

Executive Committee Meetings-Every Tuesday, 1:00 pm 

Outreach Committee, 1st Tuesday of the month, 1:30 pm 

Choir Practice, Every Wednesday, 4:30 pm 

Women’s Group- Saturday, January 8, 2022, 10:00 am  
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Sunday Worship 

 

9:45 am Christian Education 

10:45 am Worship and Communion  

                                                         

 Judy Rhodes, Music Minister 

   Linda Bregartner, Altar Guild   

Linda Bregartner, Interim Treasurer                                         

    Jeanne Mason, Parish Secretary 

  Diane Carter, Prayer Ministry                                                   

                       Outreach Chair 

 Charlotte Garcia, Youth and Children’s Ministry     

                                            

The people of Holy Family, Ministers 

The Rt. Rev. Jose A. McLoughlin, Bishop 

The Church of the Holy Family is a parish of the 

Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Western North Carolina 

419 Turnpike Road, Mills River, NC 28759 

(828) 891-9375    Website: www.ourholyfamily.org 

Email:  secretary@ ourholyfamily.org 

 

 

VESTRY 

Gary Carraux:  Senior Warden [1/22], 

    Stan Phipps:  Junior Warden [1/23], 

Linda Bregartner [1/22],  Stan Pacana [1/24],  

Evie Brush [1/24], Vacant [1/23] 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ourholyfamily.org/
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