
THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY

MILLS RIVER, NORTH CAROLINA

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

MARCH 19, 2023
Sacred Place +++ Sacred Space

Please observe silence after the altar candles are lit

A Penitential Order

PRELUDE Prelude in C Major/Ave Maria J.S. Bach/C. Gounod
A bell rings three times; the people stand.

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People His mercy endures for ever.

THE DECALOGUE
Hear the commandments of God to his people:
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.
You shall have no other gods but me.
Amen, Lord have mercy.
You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen, Lord have mercy.
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen, Lord have mercy.
Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Amen, Lord have mercy.
Honor your mother and your father.
Amen, Lord have mercy.
You shall not commit murder.
Amen, Lord have mercy.
You shall not commit adultery.
Amen, Lord have mercy.



You shall not steal.
Amen, Lord have mercy. 
You shall not be a false witness 
Amen, Lord have mercy. 
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
Amen, Lord have mercy. 

Since we have a great high priest who passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us with confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF THE WORD 

TRISAGION S-100 Holy God  



 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from 
heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give 
us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
A reading from the first book of Samuel. 

The LORD 
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set 
out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 

can I go? If Saul hears 
LORD 

LORD
will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one 
whom I n LORD commanded, and came 
to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and 

sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 

sacrifice. 
LORD LORD LORD said to Samuel, 

have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on 
the outward appearance, but the LORD
called Abinadab, and m
has the LORD

LORD



LORD has not 

ght him in. Now he was ruddy, 
and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD 

anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD 
came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out 
and went to Ramah. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

  
PSALM: 23 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 

 I shall not be in want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

 and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
  

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble 
me; * 

you have anointed my head with oil, 
 and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life, * 

 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 
A reading from the letter to the Ephesians.

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as 
children of light for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 
right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part 
in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is 
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything 



exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible 
 Rise from the dead, and Christ 

 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

SEQUENCE HYMN    GTG #793 O Christ the Healer  

O Christ, the healer, we have come to pray for health, to plead for 
friends. 
How can we fail to be restored when reached by love that never ends? 

From every ailment flesh endures our bodies clamor to be freed;  
yet in our hearts we would confess that wholeness is out deepest need. 

How strong, O Lord, are our desires, how weak our knowledge of 
ourselves! 
Release in us those healing truths unconscious pride resists or shelves. 

 
our common life declares our ills. Is there no cure, O Christ, for these? 

Grant that we all, made one in faith, in your community may find 
the wholeness that, enriching us, shall reach the whole of humankind. 

GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples 

revealed in him. We must work 
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no 

When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 
saliva and spre

came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him 
sit and 



Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, 

the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when 
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began 

they were divided. So they said again to the blind 
  The 

Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and 

and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he 
sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will 

[Jewish authorities]; for the [authorities] had already agreed that anyone 
who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 

second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 
 

you 
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do 

has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 

not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know 
that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man 

drove him out.  Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he 



 have seen him, and the one speaking w

world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those 

 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
THE SERMON    The Rev. Tracey Kelly 

THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Leader  Sisters and brothers, the Lord has done great things for us. With 

hear our prayers,.. and let
your mercy enfold us.

Celebrant God our rock and refuge: keep us safe in your care and 
strengthen us with your grace, that we may pray to you faithfully and 



love one another boldly, following the example of Jesus, who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

GATHERING MUSIC 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and 
sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 

OFFERTORY    Pie Jesu   Requiem in D Minor, Op.48, No. 4           G. Faure 
                       Arr. Carol Nethen West                                      

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, 
yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and 
to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and 
rose again. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name:



SANCTUS S 124 Holy, holy, holy

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, 
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
 of you: This is my Blood of the 

new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in 
him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us 
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.



All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

T  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast. 

COMMUNION INVITATION  
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
(The bread and wine are given to the people.  Please indicate that you 
would prefer a gluten-free wafer by placing your hands with palms 
together when you come up to receive Communion.) 

COMMUNION HYMN    # 645 The King of love my shepherd is   
The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never;  
I nothing lack if I am his, and he is mine forever.  

Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leadeth 
and where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth. 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me,  
and on his shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing, brought me. 

r Lord, beside me;  
thy rod and staff my comfort still, thy cross before to guide me. 

 
and oh, what rransport of delight from thy pure chalice floweth! 

And so through all the length of days thy goodness faileth never: 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house for ever. 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

LENTEN PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE  
Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who kneel before you; and 
grant that those whom you have nourished by your Word and 
Sacraments may bring forth fruit worthy of repentance; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN #686 Come, thou fount of every blessing 
Come, thou fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace! 
Streams of mercy never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount! Oh, fix me on it, 
mount of God's unchanging love. 

Here I find my greatest treasure; 
hither, by thy help, I've come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger 
wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, 
interposed his precious blood. 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter,
bind my wandering heart to thee:
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
prone to leave the God I love;



here's my heart, oh, take and seal it,
seal it for thy courts above. 

DISMISSAL/COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2023 Church Publishing Inc. All 
rights reserved From riteplanning.com.  
Hymns and service music are found in the blue and purple hymnals 
found in the racks under the chairs.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
2nd Tuesday of the month- Outreach Committee, 1:30 pm  

st and 3rd Sat. of the month) 
2nd Saturday of the month-  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
The Rev. Tracey Kelly, Priest-in-Charge,  tracey@ourholyfamily.org 
The Rev. Deacon Paulette Remppel,  paulette@ourholyfamily.org 
Charlotte Garcia, Children and Youth Minister, charlotte@ourholyfamily.org 
Jeanne Mason, Parish Administrator, secretary@ourholyfamily.org 
Liz Spahr, Pastoral Care Coordinator, liz@ourholyfamily.org 
Diane Carter, Prayer Circle Coordinator, prayer@ourholyfamily.org 
Warren Spahr, Sr. Warden, seniorwarden@ourholyfamily.org 
Stan Phipps, Jr. Warden, stan@ourholyfamily.org 


